
MARKETS COMMITTEE

Wednesday, 27 November 2019 

Minutes of the meeting of the Markets Committee held at Committee Rooms 3 & 4 - 
2nd Floor, West Wing, Guildhall on Wednesday, 27 November 2019 at 11.30 am

Present

Members:
James Tumbridge (Chairman)
John Chapman (Deputy Chairman)
Peter Bennett
Mark Bostock
Deputy David Bradshaw
John Edwards
Alderman David Graves

Michael Hudson
Gregory Lawrence
Wendy Mead
Deputy Robert Merrett
Deputy Brian Mooney
Mark Wheatley
Dawn Wright

Officers:
Jon Averns - Director of Markets and Consumer Protection
Donald Perry - Markets and Consumer Protection Department
Daniel Ritchie - Markets and Consumer Protection Department
Mark Sherlock - Markets and Consumer Protection Department
Debbie Howard - Markets and Consumer Protection Department
Peter Young - City Surveyor's Department
Anna Dunne - City Surveyor's Department
Steven Chandler - City Surveyor's Department
Simon Owen - Chamberlain's Department
Leyla Dervish - Chamberlain's Department
Andrew Fothergill - Comptroller & City Solicitor's Department
Antoinette Duhaney - Town Clerk’s Department

1. APOLOGIES 
Apologies were received from Mathew Bell, Nicholas Bensted-Smith, Deputy 
Henry Jones, Alderman Bronek Masojada, Deputy Joyce Nash, John Petrie, 
John Scott and Deputy Philip Woodhouse.

2. MEMBERS' DECLARATIONS UNDER THE CODE OF CONDUCT IN 
RESPECT OF ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 
There were no declarations. 

3. PUBLIC MINUTES 
RESOLVED – That the public minutes of the meeting held on 25.09.19 be 
approved as a correct record. 



Matters arising

 Tenant engagement meeting for Smithfield Market – officers advised that 
this concept design meetings had taken place at New Spitalfields and 
Billingsgate, but unfortunately Smithfield market traders at Smithfield did 
not attend.. It was also reported that the Chair of the Tenants 
Association had a regular dialogue with the Committee Chairman.  Mr 
Lawrence added that liaison meetings had taken place in April and 
September and the Chairman reported that he had regular conversations 
with other key members to maintain the momentum to drive the MCP. 

 Fundamental Review Meetings – the Chairman reported that he had not 
been invited to attend these meetings but had extensive discussions with 
the Director of Markets and Consumer Protection.  Two Member/Officer 
Sounding Boards would support the MCP and would be tasked with

(a) Considering the future of current market sites
(b) The new market facility

4. SUPERINTENDENT UPDATES (ORAL REPORT) 
Billingsgate
The Superintendent reported that 

 Most of the recommendations of the recent Traffic Management 
Assessment related to signage and the lack of cross hatched markings 
on walkways and crossing points which were being addressed.

 Extinction Rebellion protestors had visited Billingsgate overnight on 11th 
October 2019.  There was a high police presence to ensure the 250 
protestors did not impact on access and egress to the site and 28 arrests 
were made, mainly for non-dispersal. 

Smithfield
The Superintendent reported that 

 The Extinction Rebellion protest on 7th October had passed off 
peacefully with only 1 arrest for trespass. Debriefs were in progress to 
share learning which would be valuable preparation for any future 
protests.

 A meeting with tenants had been held the previous week to discuss 
energy costs and a planning strategy meeting would take place in June 
2020 to consider options for energy pricing when the current contract 
expired.  This would involve tenants in the strategy decision-making 
process where appropriate.

 Sprinkler head replacement works had been completed 1week ahead of 
schedule.

 The risk score for HGV deliveries had been reduced from 12 to 8 in view 
of the low levels of non-compliance.  The Superintendent would continue 
to report the outcome of continuing audits.



 The Christmas auction would take place in Grand Avenue from 10.30am 
to 12.30pm on 24th December 2019.

New Spitalfields
The Committee congratulated Deborah Howard on her appointment as 
Superintendent at New Spitalfields Market. The Superintendent reported that 

 Partial road closures would be in place at Ruckholt Road for 5 nights 
during March 2020. Officers were liaising with Waltham Forest to ensure 
that any impact on access and egress to the market was minimised.

 Use of the newly installed controlled barrier entry system had been 
delayed due to faulty equipment which had to be replaced.

 CCTV cameras had been increased from 86 to 144 to enhance security 
on site and deter flytippers.

5. MARKETS COMMITTEE RISK UPDATE 
The Committee considered a report of the Director of Markets and Consumer 
Protection outlining measures in the Department of Markets and Consumer 
Protection to monitor and effectively manage risk.

Officers advised that the report had been republished as an earlier draft was 
inadvertently included in the original agenda despatch.  It was also reported 
that 

 Risk MCP-SM 001 - HGV unloading at Smithfield Market had been 
downgraded in view of the low levels of non-compliance.

 Risk MCP-SM 008 - Fire alarm panel at Smithfield Market was being 
addressed.  There had been a change of contractor and officers were 
liaising with the City Surveyors Team to resolve outstanding items.

RESOLVED – 

That the actions taken in the Department of Markets and Consumer Protection 
to monitor, and manage risk be noted.

6. QUESTIONS ON MATTERS RELATING TO THE WORK OF THE 
COMMITTEE 
There were no questions.

7. ANY OTHER BUSINESS THAT THE CHAIRMAN CONSIDERS URGENT 
 National Association of British Markets (NABMA) – The Director of 

Markets & Consumer Protection reported on a NABMA event hosted by 
the Corporation of London the previous week.  The event was launched 
by the Deputy Chairman of the Committee and was well attended with 
positive feedback from delegates.  Members commended officers for 



hosting a successful event which enhanced the CoL image and 
reputation.

 Bringing the Wholesale Markets Together Stakeholders Brochure – The 
Committee Chairman reminded Members of the drop-in sessions, details 
of which were in the brochure.  Aspirations included a food school for 
Smithfield Market to offer vocational training and support the long-term 
viability of the consolidated markets.

8. EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC 
RESOLVED – That under Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, 
the public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on 
the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as 
defined in Paragraph 3 of Part I of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 
as follows:-

Items Paragraph

9 - 14 3

9. NON-PUBLIC MINUTES 
RESOLVED – That the non-public minutes of the meeting held on 25.09.19 be 
approved as a correct record. 

10. BILLINGSGATE MARKET DEBTS 
The Committee considered a report of the Director of Markets and Consumer 
protection on proposals to recover outstanding debts at Billingsgate Market.

11. MARKETS DEBTS ARREARS FOR PERIOD ENDING 31ST OCTOBER 2019 
The Committee considered a report of the Director of Markets and Consumer 
Protection outlining arrears in respect of Billingsgate, New Smithfield and 
Spitalfields Markets.

12. MARKETS CONSOLIDATION PROGRAMME UPDATE 
The Committee considered a report of the City Surveyor updating Members on 
the business case for pursuing the Markets Consolidation Programme.

13. NON-PUBLIC QUESTIONS ON MATTERS RELATING TO THE WORK OF 
THE COMMITTEE 
There were no questions.

14. ANY OTHER BUSINESS THAT THE CHAIRMAN CONSIDERS URGENT 
AND WHICH THE COMMITTEE AGREE SHOULD BE CONSIDERED 
WHILST THE PUBLIC ARE EXCLUDED 
There were no urgent items. 



The meeting ended at 1.00 pm

Chairman

Contact Officer: Antoinette Duhaney, 020 7332 1408,
antoinette.duhaney@cityoflondon.gov.uk


